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Please renumber Claim 23 to 35 as set forth below 



Claims 1 1-16 (Previously cancelled) 



17. (P-io^^A^^^^ alissuesamplefr( , niades . reds . te ■ 

comprising the steps of: 

Piercing tissue with an instmment, the instrument comprising an outer hol.ow 
cannula and an inner member having a distal end portion, the inner member at least 
partially disposed within the hollow cannula; 



9 



positioning the hollow cannula within the tissue at a desired tissue site; 

actuating a first mechanism associated with the instrument to move the distal 
end pomon of the inner member distally, relative to the outer hollow cannula, so that the 
distal end portion expands radially and engages a tissue sample to be extracted- 



actuating a second mechanism associated with the instrument to move the outer 
hollow cannula distally, relative to the distal end 
portion; and 



portion, to radially retract the distal end 



withdrawing the instrument, with the tissue sample, from the tissue. 

18. (previous* amended) The method of Cairn 17 wherein the step of piercing tissue 
compnses piercing tissue with an end portion of the outer hollow cannula. 

19. ( previously amended) The method of Claim 17 comprising grasping a tissue sam pl e with a 
pa:r of jaws associated with the distal portion of the inner member . 

20. p rev i ous]y The memod Qf n comprising ^ a tissue ^ 
plurahty of hooked extractors associated with the distal end of the inner member. 
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21. (previously amended)The method of Claim 17 • u 

a mclhod of CIainl „ wherein ^ 

mechamsm comprises leasing energy stored „ . spring ^ ^ ^ 

Tr M from 23 10 35) a me,hod for ™ s ' -"*«• «-» • — site 

the method comprising the steps of: ' 

" COn,PriSi " g " ^ h °"° W ~* — I-*- a 

n „ p r on capab,e ° rradia ' - - — « — — *r«4 

<he outer hollow cannula revive to the inner member; 
Piercing tissue wit), a distal end of the outer hollow caraiula; 

moving the distal end portion of the inner member from , po (n , i„ sid e lhe „„,„ h „„ow 
\) \ cannula w,th the . ^ one mechanism to a position dista, of the distal end of the ou j 

hollow cannula ,o expand the dista, end p^tor, of the inner member- 
engagtng tissue with the distal end portion of the inner member-, and ' 

Z7TT m h °"° W CM " U,a reMVe " - """^ "> «— »i*<n 

the distal end portion of the inner member. 
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